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Welcome Back!Welcome Back!

Opening RemarksOpening Remarks
Time is moving way too fast! I know it’s said far too often, but maybe that’s because it’s
true. Lately I’ve been feeling like I have too much to do with too little time. The school year
always hits a little harder than expected, especially now with COVID-19 thrown into the
equation. Just be sure to remember that all you can do is your best, and giving your best is
the most you can do. 

Also, I understand that all of you are extremely busy as well. Therefore, thank you so much
for taking the time out of your stressful lives to read the October Torch. Enjoy!



Song of the Month:
HADESTOWN

Song of the Month:
HADESTOWN

For this month’s song, I chose “Doubt Comes In,” which is one of the sadder, more beautiful songs at the end
of the show. At this point, Orpheus is walking back out of the underworld with Eurydice hopefully behind
him. As you most know, the deal is Orpheus must walk “alone” and Eurydice will follow behind, however he
cannot look back or she will be stuck in the underworld for eternity.

As it is in the title, doubt comes into Orpheus’ mind during this song. You hear his thoughts and he’s
questioning everything with this deal. Who am I? Why would he let me win? Why would he let her go? Who
am I to think that he wouldn’t deceive me just to make me leave alone? These are the words Orpheus sings as
they go through his head. This song really shows how we are our worst enemies, and our thoughts alone can
really make an impact on what we do and say. With everything we do in life, we have to be mentally strong
enough to fight off the doubts and fears that can fill our heads. 

Especially now as we are about seven months into this pandemic, we cannot let the negative thoughts
control our daily lives. Right now everything is very much up in the air, and it’s very difficult to plan for
anything, as cases keep rising and situations keep changing for each county, city, and state. Do not let the
doubt come in, and know that we will all get through this, even if all events this year for JCL must be online,
we will get through it together. Just remember to wear your masks and that your JCL family is always here
for you if you need anything : )
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By Kim Kadrmas

If you’re not aware, the musical “Hadestown” has been on
Broadway since April 2019. This musical is based off of the
myth Orpheus and Eurydice, and everyone absolutely loves
it. Sadly, due to the pandemic, Broadway has been shut
down for over 6 months now, but hopefully this show will
be back on soon for more people to experience. If you’re
like most people who cannot just attend Broadway shows,
go listen to the album online! The music is amazing to
listen to, even without seeing the whole production.
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Myth of the Month:
Vertumnus & Pomona

Pomona was tending her garden. She walked leisurely over to her
peach tree. She looked sadly at this one for it was not doing well
despite her best efforts. Pomona sighed. A tear fell down her cheek.
Perhaps others would not understand, but she loved her garden.
She loved every plant within it and she wanted them all to grow and
thrive. But this one tree did not look like it would survive. Pomona
took a peach from the tree next to it. This tree was happy and
thriving. She bit into it and tasted the sweetness. The juice dripped
down her chin.

“Pomona! How are you doing today? Ah, I see your peach tree still
isn’t quite doing okay. Well, these things happen in life,” a young
god said.
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By Laura Simmons

 “Get out of my garden,” Pomona responded in contempt. 

The man didn’t look the least bit fazed, “I just came by to compliment you on your extreme beauty. You are
without a doubt the most beautiful woman I’ve ever seen. If you ever want to get together sometime, I’d be
more than happy!”

Pomona just looked at him with a frown and slight disgust. The man tried to initiate conversation, but
Pomona didn’t cooperate. 

“Well, I guess I’ll be going then.”

Another young man named Vertumnus had been watching them from afar. This encounter was like all the
others. All of Pomona’s suitors were greeted with contempt. Pomona did not care for any of them. It seemed
she was happiest tending to her garden alone. There had to be something Vertumnus could do so that he was
not like all the others. How could he win Pomona’s love? Well… he knew Pomona loved her garden. Maybe she
would love a man who also loved gardens. Vertumnus could disguise himself as a harvester! This had to work.
First Vertumnus would give Pomona some time to recover from her earlier experience, then he’d approach
her.
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Finally the time came. Vertumnus’ heart began to beat much too quickly. He felt slightly dizzy. But none of
this could stop him from trying to win Pomona’s love. 

“Good morning Pomona!” Vertumnus said in his harvester disguise. “I’m quite amazed by the beauty of your
garden. Yet, even your garden’s beauty doesn’t compare to yours.” 

“Yet, my garden’s beauty far outshines yours.” Pomona replied. 

With a sinking heart, Vertumnus left. How could he have been such an idiot! Obviously Pomona wouldn’t be
impressed by a lowly harvester. He needed to be someone of a higher status. Like a… keeper of a vineyard!
Deep down he knew this time it would work. It had to!

The second time wasn’t quite as nerve racking as the first. Therefore, Vertumnus was feeling much more
confident. “Hello Pomona. I’m the keeper of the great vineyard of the west. I heard about your amazing
vineyard. People have proclaimed long and loud the excellence of it. I came under the pretense that I would
be admiring your exquisite vineyard, but, if I am completely honest, I came for another reason. I heard of
your immense beauty, and I wished to see for myself. Yet now looking upon you, I don’t believe they did you
justice.” 

“You can take some of my grapevines if you would like. Perhaps it would improve your vineyard’s reputation,
for I have never heard of it.” Pomona responded with contempt. 

With a crushed heart, Vertumnus left. Maybe Pomona would prefer a man who contrasted her. Maybe
someone who could provide her with food other than fruit. Like a… fisherman! Yet Vertumnus was rejected
again. Again his  heart was broken. Yet Vertumnus would not give up easily. 

Maybe Pomona was looking for a man who was strong. Someone who could protect her and her garden. A
soldier. However, Pomona did not like Vertumnus as a soldier any more than she had liked the others. 

Now Vertumnus was angry. It seemed no matter who he was, Pomona would never love him. All Pomona
cared about was her garden. She seemed to have no interest in marriage or love. Someone needed to talk
some sense into her. The next day Vertumnus disguised himself as an old woman who walked shakily into
the garden. He was stooped over and relied heavily upon a cane. 

“Pomona,” Vertumnus said. “I’ve heard of your scorn towards your potential suitors. I’ve come to warn you.
Perhaps you are happy and content caring for your garden alone. Perhaps you are proud to turn suitor after
suitor away. But later in life, when your beauty has fled you, your absolute loneliness will scream at you.
What was once peaceful and beautiful will now turn into a curse. You will long for the days, then long gone,
when suitors came to you. Then, no one will come. You will regret your past and long for the future that
could have been. A loving husband. Affectionate children. A large, supportive family. But then it will be too
late. Your actions now will cause much regret for your future self. Beware!”“

Old woman, be gone. Your words do not interest me,” Pomona responded.



Vivamus, 

Moriendum

 Est

Again, Vertumnus failed. He walked away, dejected. He was out of ideas. It was time to approach Pomona as
himself. He would probably be turned away like all those before him, yet, Vertumnus still hoped. 

Many days later Pomona went over to inspect her grapevines. They were healthy. She put one in her mouth.
They tasted good too. The words of the old lady were banging around in her mind. “Go away!” she wanted to
yell at them. But the more she tried to get rid of them, the more they insisted on staying. If the right man
came, she wouldn’t turn him away. But all her life, men had come praising her beauty. It grew old and
repetitive. Perhaps she would never meet the right man. Normally this thought didn’t scare her, but after the
old woman’s words Pomona couldn’t deny the feeling that crept over her. 

Vertumns carefully walked towards Pomona. Although he had done this countless times before in different
forms, he couldn’t help but be nervous. Even after preparing for hours, Vertumnus didn’t know what to say. 

Pomona was distracted by the sound of someone walking through her garden. She turned around and saw
the most handsome man she had ever seen. The grapes fell out of Pomona’s hand. For the first time, Pomona
felt love.
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Latin QuoteLatin Quote

Let us live, since we must die



Quis Sum?Quis Sum?
By Laura Simmons

This famous Roman’s mother, through murder by poison and persuasion,
successfully put him onto the Roman throne. However, he fell away from his
mother and was instead heavily influenced by Burrus and Stoic philosopher
Lucius Annaeus Seneca. This man, although later known for being an evil
tyrant, began his reign quite generously. He forbade contests in the circus
involving bloodshed, banned capital punishment, reduced taxes, allowed
slaves to bring complaints against their masters, and pardoned those who
plotted against him. He created competitions in poetry, theatre, and athletics
as alternatives to gladiatorial combats. He also assisted cities in disaster and
aided Jews. However, this man would soon become extremely unpopular. 

He had his mother killed because of her insanity. Later he had his wife
Octavia killed so he could marry Poppaea Sabina. These murders began his
long history of murdering those he didn’t trust or didn’t like.

6

His popularity declined even more because he seemed to not be fully committed to his role as emperor. This
man was drawn towards his artistic side and even considered abandoning his duty as emperor in order to
pursue his passions. He gave performances as a poet, charioteer, actor, and lyre player. However, this
considered not proper by the citizens of Rome. On top of this, the man spent money extravagantly in order
to support his court life, built new buildings, and purchase gifts.

His negative reputation was a major reason why he was blamed for the fire that ravaged Rome in June of 64
AD. Many believed he had started it so he could rebuild Rome to his liking. In response to these accusations,
this man tried to shift blame toward the Christians, who he would later persecute.

Growing discontent towards this man led to his attempted assasination by the Roman elite through the Piso
Conspiracy. It was unsuccessful. Interestingly, out of the 41 participants, only 18 were killed. 

However, many others were discontent with this man’s rule. He was unconcerned, supposedly saying, “I
have only to appear and sing to have peace once more in Gaul.” Perhaps it would have been better for this
man to be concerned, for later the Senate sentenced him death on a cross under the whip. The man fled and
then committed suicide on June 9, 68 AD.

Do you know who this man is? If so, send me an email at editorndjcl@gmail.com
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By Wisconsin JCL

Designed by the WJCL, Ludi merchandise has broadened its horizons in recent years, initially with the launch of the
nationally available edition of the jersey (purple and white) and now with the online Ludi Store. Formerly solely a
stand at Agora, Ludi merchandise has evolved to span both physical and virtual worlds. At first glance, one may
mistake the Ludi Jersey for a mere “tank top” or the Ludi socks for simple “foot sheaths,” but their technical designs
and structures reveal their more complicated and careful engineering. 

The latest model of the Ludi Jersey effectively combines comfort, versatility, and style to cater to customers around
the globe and to induce the unique Ludi experience. The main body is composed of a light and comfortable mesh
designed to create an optimal environment for exercise and physical activity. Also visible is the utilisation of the
innovative cooling technology “sans sleeves”  which facilitates movement and enhances body temperature regulation
through increased air exposure. In addition, the Ludi jersey exhibits reversibility, available in purple and white (sold
nationally) and red and white (exclusively sold in Wisconsin, USA). The two-in-one benefit of this convenient feature
appeals to consumer preferences by lessening color fashion limitations. The common use of white mesh in both the
purple and red jerseys reduces light absorption so that users do not heat up additionally due to the absorption of
sunlight. The colors purple and gold, displayed on the purple side of the purple and white Ludi Jersey, symbolize the
JCL as does the bolded “LUDI LUDI LUDI” printed on the front. The use of capital letters illustrates the support and
motivation experienced during a Ludi event. By simply looking at the strategic font, size, and capitalization, users and
viewers will be able to enjoy the Ludi love from their own homes. 

This past year, the Ludi brand expanded its name with the release of Ludi socks, now available in purple and gold
(sold nationally) and red and white (exclusively sold in Wisconsin, USA). The socks, as do the jerseys, demonstrate the
extraordinary comfort and versatility guaranteed with Ludi products. An insulating yet airy material forms the body of
the sock, and the foot-like shape relieves the discomfort of inconvenient seams and fitting complications. Each sock is
approximately 2 mm thick allowing for a slim, comfortable fit in various styles of shoes. If desired, the sock can be
concealed under a pant leg or within a boot; its flexible material eases adjustments in all shoe environments. The
tactical construction and composition of the Ludi socks enhance a variety of activities that include, but are not limited
to, recreation, relaxation, work, and dining. The font and text techniques evident on the Ludi Jerseys are also
incorporated into the socks’ outer design. 

With only 7 clicks, you can purchase your very own Ludi apparel. Click here or here to locate the Ludi Jersey and socks
respectively. It is as easy as 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7. The act of purchasing a jersey or the socks consumes less time than the
reading of this article, so we at the WJCL encourage you to spare mere seconds of your time for a lifetime of
enjoyment! We assure you that the marginal benefits will exceed the marginal costs; fifteen to twenty dollars are
unaccountable amongst all the joy evident in Ludi merchandise recipients. 

If you or any acquaintances have purchased Ludi merchandise, we are accepting photo submissions and reviews of the
products year long. Participation will result in an appearance in the following edition of the WJCL Torch: WI!
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https://www.wjcl.org/store/p3/Ludi_Jersey.html
https://www.wjcl.org/store/p4/Ludi_Socks.html


HoroscopesHoroscopes
By Laura Simmons
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Aries: You know that thing you’ve been wanting to do forever? Well go do it! There’s nothing stopping you
against your unique ideas and skills. 

Taurus: this is your month to fix any unresolved tension, whether it be family troubles or alarm clock
malfunctions. 

Gemini: this is your month to create your future plan. Look at colleges. Investigate occupations.
Contemplate life changing actions. The path ahead will be clearer than ever before. 

Cancer: You’re on fire this month! Anything and everything you set your mind to will end in success. You
don’t even need to study for those tests because the universe has got your back. 

Leo: Perhaps you started the year with senioritis, whether you’re a senior or not. Luckily, this will melt away
during, leaving you free to be amazing. 

Virgo: You may think you’re not that great, but stop downplaying yourself! The universe knows, and deep
down you know, how truly awesome you are. Stop holding yourself back.

Libra: Money will float from the sky and deposit itself into your bank account. Yay! Also, get rid of all those
negative influences in your life and replace them with positive ones. 

Scorpio: All that frustration you’ve been feeling will magically disappear. Unfortunately, all that money
flowing into the Libras’ bank account will be flowing out of yours. 

Sagittarius: Your increase in creativity will make it easier than ever to pursue your dreams. Go be whatever
it is you want to be!

Capricorn: Let go of your built up anger and frustration. Instead, focus on your wellbeing, which you let slip
once the school year started. Oh, and be sure to make some crazy decisions. 

Aquarius: You’ve been feeling stuck, but luckily this month you’ll find a way to get unstuck. Maybe you’ll try
a different route, or finally tap into your creative side. 

Pisces: That thing you’ve been working so hard for will finally be successful. Also, remember, when one
door closes, another one opens.

Source: Bustle: Your November 2020 Monthly Horoscope



AnnouncementsAnnouncements

Would you (or do you know someone who
would) like to submit articles/materials to the
Torch?  If so, send them my way! The Torch
values all kinds of variety: art, writing, puzzles,
memes, etc. Anyone can contribute, and we'd
love it if that anyone was you. 

Get to Know You!Get to Know You!
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What's your favorite Latin moment?  

*Your answer could be featured in the next Torch!
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ndjcl NDJCL
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NDJCL NDJCL

President Kim Kadrmas: ndjclpres@gmail.com

1st VP Julia Ross: ndjcl1stvp@gmail.com

2nd VP Adam Bitz: ndjcl2ndvp@gmail.com

Secretary Spring Ma: secretaryndjcl@gmail.com

Parliamentarian Anika Arifin: ndjclparli@gmail.com

Historian Norah Johnston: ndjcl.historian@gmail.com

Editor Laura Simmons: editorndjcl@gmail.com

Webmaster Jaron Dufault: webmasterndjcl@gmail.com

Entire NDJCL Board: NDJCLboard@gmail.com
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https://www.instagram.com/ndjcl/
https://northdakotajcl.wixsite.com/ndjcl
https://www.facebook.com/NDJCL/
https://twitter.com/ndjcl?lang=en

