
The TorchThe Torch

I'm  extremely excited to
present to you the first
edition of the Torch. Here
you'll get to meet all of the
amazing state board officers.
You'll also be able to get a
feel for what future Torches
will look like. Please feel free
to participate, send in
articles, and, most of all,
have fun reading!
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Welcome!Welcome!



Kim KadrmasKim Kadrmas
Hey JCLers! I’m Kim
Kadrmas, this year’s NDJCL
President, and a senior at
Fargo North. I hope to make
this year a lot of fun, despite
the pandemic! Outside of
JCL, I enjoy playing piano,
writing, watching Netflix,
and hanging out with friends.
My favorite myth is Orpheus
and Eurydice, which I love
even more now that it’s a
musical. An interesting fact
about me is I almost chose
French over Latin in eighth
grade (I know-scary). Glad I
made the right choice!
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Julia RossJulia Ross
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Salvete amici! My name is
Julia Ross, and I am so happy
to be serving as your 2020-
2021 NDJCL 1st VP. I’m a
senior at Fargo North and
this is my fourth year in JCL.
I think that even with
everything going on this will
still be an exciting and fun
year for JCL. Apart from JCL,
I enjoy things such as art,
hanging out with friends,
video games, and playing the
cello and flute. I’m also
involved in Knowledge Bowl
and I’m on the golf team. 



Adam BitzAdam Bitz
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Hello fellow Latin scholars.
I'm Adam Bitz, your NDJCL
second Vice-President. I'm a
senior at Mandan High. My
hobbies include watching tv,
playing video games,
swimming, and playing
board games with friends.
Aside from JCL, I'm also a
part of my school's chess
club and e-sports team.
Some interesting facts about
me are I have 2 dogs, I built
my own computer a year ago,
and I'm a middle child. I look
forward to seeing you all at
the next state convention!



Spring MaSpring Ma
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Salvete omnes! My name is
Spring Ma. Being a junior at
Fargo North and a 3rd-year
member of JCL, I am excited
to serve as your 2020-2021
NDJCL Secretary! Amid the
pandemic this year, everyone
has struggled to varying
degrees, yet JCL will always
be your resort for comfort 
and hospitality. As your secretary, I promise to always
be a helping hand to the state board and to each one of
you. Despite JCL, I also enjoy painting, music,
traveling, and forensics. You may find it interesting
that I am also a French learner, while I still love Latin
and its remarkable history!



Anika ArifinAnika Arifin
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Howdy JCLers! I am Anika
Arifin, this year’s
parliamentarian! I am a
junior at Fargo North and
this is my 4th year of JCL.
Some goals I have for this
year are to introduce new
amendments, update the
constitution, and uphold
parliamentary procedure. I
know this pandemic has
been tough to say the least,
but I am hopeful that we will
have fun this year at JCL!
Outside of JCL I enjoy
reading books, knitting, and
roller skating! Valete omnes
and best wishes!



Norah JohnstonNorah Johnston
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Hi guys! I’m Norah Johnston,
a Junior at North High and
your NDJCL Historian! This
is my third year in JCL and
my fourth year taking Latin.
I’m planning to create a
photo dropbox accessible to
all jclers through our NDJCL
webpage, as well as attending
all state events and making
sure to get some great             
photos taken for our scrapbook! Other than JCL, I’m
interested in Theater and involved in some
productions at North. Also in my free time I enjoy
painting and longboarding. I’m so excited for this year
and for everything I know we can accomplish! Valete
Amici!



Laura SimmonsLaura Simmons
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Salve! I’m Laura Simmons,
the NDJCL editor. I hope
you’ve been enjoying this one
so far, and will continue to
enjoy the future ones. If you
have anything you’d like to
see in the Torch or anything
you’d like to submit, don’t
hesitate to let me know.
Besides my involvement in
JCL, I'm also on the MinnDak 
Key Club District Board, in PaY (Philanthropy and
Youth), on the golf team, and in tennis. Music is
another large part of my life. I play the violin and am
in orchestral and chamber groups. All of this keeps me
pretty busy, but if I have extra time, you will often find
me reading, writing, or exercising. 



Jaron DufaultJaron Dufault
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Salvete omnes! My name is
Jaron and I am your
webmaster this year. I am a
junior at Fargo North and
this is my 4th year in JCL. My
main plans this year are to
improve the website and
heavily promote the Discord
server among NDJCL. Please
let me know if you have any
suggestions for information 
to put on the website or any changes to the Discord
server I should implement. As for my extracurriculars
outside of JCL, I’m involved in tennis, orchestra, jazz
band, knowledge bowl, and science olympiad.
Whatever freetime I have is usually spent playing
video games, reading, or watching YouTube.



You!You!
Now  that you know
who we are, we'd love
to learn more about
you : ) What school do
you go to? What
grade are you in?
How long have you
been in JCL? What's a
recent Latin moment
you've had? Let me
know at
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72481@fargoschools.org



Quis Sum?Quis Sum?
This man was born in Rome on July 12 or 13,
100 B.C. He was allegedly the descendant of
Aeneas. He quickly ascended the political
ranks with the help of his popularity and
alliances. The Roman Senate feared this
man’s growing power and popularity, which
stemmed from him being a war hero due to
his successful expansion of the Roman
empire. Therefore, the senate, urged on by
Pompey, told him to come back to Rome
without his army. However, in January of 49
BC, this man defied their orders. He
famously crossed the Rubicon, allegedly
saying, “Alea iacta est” (the die is cast). This
action was considered insurrection, 
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treason, and a declaration of war. Pompey and his troops were quickly defeated by
the treasonous man and his powerful army. This man then became the dictator of
Rome, marking Rome’s pivotal beginning of a transition from a Republic to an
Empire. However, not everyone was happy about this man’s rise to power. Many
political rivals plotted an assassination, which was led by Cassius and Brutus who
viewed themselves as the liberators from this man’s tyrannical rule. The plot was
successful. This man was famously assassinated on the Ides of March 44 B.C. It is
believed he uttered the well known words, “Et tu, Brute?” (You too, Brutus?) 

Do you know who this man is? If so, send me an email at 72481@fargoschools.org



Latin QuoteLatin Quote

"Ad Astra

Per

Aspera"

"Ad Astra

Per

Aspera"
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AnnouncementsAnnouncements
Would you like to (or do you
know someone who would
like to) submit articles/
materials to the Torch?  If so,
send them my way! The
Torch values all kinds of
variety: art, writing, puzzles,
memes, etc. Anyone can
contribute, and we'd love it if
that anyone was you. 

Contact me! 72481@fargoschools.org

Visit the NDJCL Website!

V
a
l
e

V
a
l
e

13


